Idioms for Week 6

1.  be raining cats and dogs – (verb) to be raining heavily; pouring
	We wanted to play football but can't because it's raining cats and dogs.

2.  read between the lines – (verb) to pay attention to what is said indirectly, not the actual words someone says
Even though I told Judy I wasn’t mad at her. If she was paying attention, she could have read between the lines and known that I was furious. 

4.  red-letter day – (noun) a special or memorable day
	John got promoted and engaged yesterday; it was truly a red-letter day for him.

3.  rule of thumb – (noun) a rule that comes from the wisdom of experience
A good rule of thumb for ESL students is to try to learn and use five new words every day. 

4.  run of the mill – (adjective) common, ordinary, average
His work performance was neither wonderful nor awful. It was simply run of the mill, so he didn’t get a bonus this year. 

5.  second wind – (noun) a new rush of energy after feeling exhausted
At midnight I thought I would never be able to finish my work, but I got a second wind and finally finished it this morning at 5:30.

6.  see eye to eye – (verb) to agree
	David and Susan find it difficult to work together since they rarely see eye to eye.

7.  shot in the arm – (noun) something that makes you happy after feeling tired or sad
	After my recent financial troubles, my raise was a real shot in the arm.

8.  sink or swim – (noun ) a situation where you we must save yourself or else fail
After studying English for only six month, Paolo moved alone to New York.  It was time for him to sink or swim.

9.  sit on the fence – (verb) to be neutral, to refuse to take sides in an argument  or about an issue usually because you are scared to make someone mad
	Many countries are afraid of what might happen in Syria if they enter the war and
al-Assad’s government is ousted, but they can't sit on the fence forever. 

10.  sitting duck – (noun) a very easy target
	If you drink too much and walk through Civic Center after midnight, you are a 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	sitting duck who will probably be robbed.
