Idioms Week 16: Sports Idioms
1. across-the-board – (adjective) applying to everybody or everything
	When the minimum wage goes up, everyone will receive an across-the-board wage increase. 
2. back the wrong horse – (verb) make the wrong choice, support the wrong thing 
We backed the wrong horse in the election, our candidate lost by more than 30,000 votes.  
3. ball is in (someone's) court - it is up to this person to make the next move 
We made an offer to buy the store, and now the ball is in the owner's court to accept our offer or not.
4. bounce (something) off (someone) – (verb) test someone's reaction to an idea, to get someone’s opinion without asking for a lot of explanation 
I bounced my idea about moving to the East Bay off my friend.
5.  cover all of one's bases – (verb) thoroughly prepare for or deal with a situation even if things don’t go exactly as planned
The man covered all of his bases before going to the job interview and performed very well. 
6. drop the ball – (verb) make an error or mistake, to handle things badly
The government dropped the ball with its decision to expand the airport runway without consulting the local residents who are very worried about noise pollution. 
7. game plan -  (noun) a strategy 
I do not know if my boss has a game plan for getting our company out of the red. 
8. hand the torch to someone -  (verb) hand over a particular duty or responsibility to someone 
The CEO of the company handed the torch to his son when he decided to retire. 
9. in the homestretch – the last part of something 
The project to dismantle the old span of the Bay Bridge is now in the homestretch. They should be done by the end of the year. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]10. jump the gun – (verb) start something before the starting signal or before you actually should start 
My friend jumped the gun and applied for the new job before applications were being accepted. 
